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WW,” 
High Sheriff of the County of Surrey, 


And to the 
Gentlemen of the Grand Jury of the ſaid County, 
Sir Richard Onſlome Bar. John Tichborne Gent. | 


Sir John Backworth Kt. & Bar. | James Comber Gent: 
Samuel Lewin Eſq; I Kager Pack Gent. 
= 7 Ladd Eſq; Milliam Sledd Gent. 
Thomas Laut Eſq; John Tayler Gent. 
= Gorge Meggott Eſq; John Lampard Gent. 
Francis Wilkinſon Eſq; John Grant Gent. 
ohn Cater Eſq; - © Samuel Kentiſh Gent. 
jos Trimmer Eſq; Samuel Wincop Gent. 

5 hach Plume Eſq, i . [Nicholas Cutler Gent. 
en Hall Eſ | Robert Smith Gent. 
Wiliau: Reeves Eſj; Robert Weſtbrooke Gent: 
William Cooke Eſqj ; George Heath Gent. 


| 


Lurence Parker Gent. 


Gentleen Hom whe 
Hen you firft honoured me with your Com- 
I mand, for ſo 1 95 call your Requeſt, I was. 
mud h ſur prixed. to find, that Perſons of your ac- 
Wie Judgment, and approved Knowledge, could. 
2” wy alue upon ſo Mean a Performance, as 16, in 
„Obedience, bere offered to you. Nor can I yet 


e concerve,. 


The DrxprcxTION. 
conceive, - what could induce qui to mjayn the Pulli. 
cation of it, unleſs it were a Reſolution to make your 
ſelves as remarkable for Candour, as Yon were fy 
Unanimity in the Management of your Countries By. 
 fineſs ; when there was that bappy Agreement be. 
twixt you, as, I fear, 1s rarely to be found in ſo great 
a Numbes of Perſons of your Rank, tho" perhaps it | 
was no more than was expected from you. I am ful 
ſatisfied, that I can contribute very little toward 
the Supporting the following Diſcourſe againſt Cen. 
ſure ; Its main Defence therefore, next to the Truths] 
_ which it contains, muſs lye in jour Character, which 
will be a Guard to it, by being its Ornament, For 
tho it be too probable, that it will not be over-kindly 
uſed, by ſuch as are moſt Unlike Lou; yet, I hope 
the vertuous and good-natured part of the M. orld, wi | 
eau it ſome Favour, when they ſee it ſtamped with 
your Approbation; which 1 ſuch an Honour, u 
muſt deſpair of 9 any other Return to, than b 
acknowledging it, and a „ you, that I really am 


what 1 ought L be, | 
Gentlemen, 
Your moſt Obedient, 


and Humble Seryant, | 
John Haſlewna 


II Samver XV. 4. 


0h that I were made Judxe in the Land, 
that every Man which hath any Suit or 
Cauſe, might come unto me, and [ would 


do him ä f 


Heſe are the Words of Aſalom, who, 
in the Subtilty of his Heart, thought, 
by this Artifice, to inlinuate himſelf 
into the Affections of the Peop le; and in order 
thereto, according to the u Method of ambi- 
tious Traytors, he blackens his Father. For ob- 
ſerve it when you pleaſe, and you will find it to be 
true, whenſoever any one decries Government, 
it is becauſe he wants to have it in his own 
Hands. This made Abſalom to tell every one 
that brought a Complaint to him, that his 
Things were right; but there was no Body 
deputed by the King, who was too old to try 
Cauſes himſelf, and too remiſs to provide others 
todo it in his ſtead : And for the redrefling this 
Grievance, he thought no Man fo proper as him- 


felf, who was fo zealous for the Peoples Welfare, 
B that { 


Nau 


that he deſired it above all things, and above all 


Men too. And for a Proof of his Sincerity and 


Good-will towards them, he wiſhed that he 


might be put into ſuch a Station, as would give 
him frequent Opportunities of demonſtratin 


his Love of them, by a due Adminiftration of Ju. 
ſtice. Now, though all that he aimed at by ha. | 


ranguing the People after this manner, was onl 


to promote his rebellious Deſigns againſt his Fa. | 
ther; yet there is this good Uſe to be made of it, 
that we may thereby learn the true Buſineſs of 
thoſe who are intruſted with Power and Authori- 
ty ; for the Pretences of Hypocrites are at the leaſt | 
as uſeful a Rule for our Conduct, as the Actions 
of the moſt Sincere. Had not the Office which | 
Abſalom here coveted, been of mighty Impor- | 
tance to the Common-wealth of Iſrael, it is not 
at all probable, that we ſhould ever have heard | 
of his Zeal for its Service expreſſed in my Text; | 
Ob that I were made Judge in the Land, that 
every Man which hath any Suit or Cauſe, might | 
come unto me, and I would do him Juſtice! 
From which Words I ſhall crave leave to treat 
of ſome of the neceſſary Qualifications in | 
good Magiſtrate: And becauſe this Office 
{uppoſeth Laws which are to be the Rules 
of his Proceedings, I ſhall firſt ſpeak of the 
Uſefulneſs of them, how much they contri- | 
|  bute to the Support of the Publick. Though the 
| Benefit of Laws beunknown to the gray of } 
TEE. 2 . Men, 
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Men, or but little confidered by them, yet all that 


ive under good Laws, may enjoy them with De- 


light and Comfort; for it is to them that we owe 
all the Security from the miſchievous part of Man- 
kind, that a mortal State is capable of; without 
which every Country would be a perfect Wilder- 
neſs; not only in reſpect of thoſe Beaſts of Prey 
in humane Shape, which would inhabit it, but in 
reſpect of that Waſte and Ra vage which is common- 
ly to be ſeen in deſolate Places: So that if there 
were no Amiableneſs in the Laws themſelves, 
their happy Conſequences would be ſufficient to en- 
dear them to us; and of how great Importance 
they are to the Preſervation of the Publick, will 
appear by a diſtinct Conſideration of two Particu- 
lars. And, | 88 0. 
1. They are highly beneficial to the Publick 
upon this Account, becauſe otherwiſe Mens 
Rights could not be known, what is due to Go- 
vernours, and what to Subjects, and what be- 
longs to each Subject in his different Station. And 
this is looked on by ſome as the primitive Noti- 
on of the Greek Word pO. from www, which | 
denotes an Affignation or Diſtribution of every | 


Man's Right to him, It is a great, tho' common 


Miſtake, that Meum and T uum are the Cauſe of 
all Brangles ; for the Diviſion of the Goods of 
this World was introduced on purpoſe to avoid 
them. But all Strife doth indeed ariſe from Co- 
vetouſnefs, which maketh thofe in wliom it 

| =. WW 9 1 


reigns, endeavour to break down all the Fences 
of particular Mens Rights, and to overthrow 
thoſe Bounds which were preſcribed, either by 
Covenants, or Laws: And belides, if all things 
were common, it were impoſſible that Men ſhoulg 
exerciſe ſome very noble and endearing Adds, to 
which they have a very natural Propenfity : For | 
how can he help another, who hath nothing of his | 
own to give? Were it not for Laws, ſome Men, 
who are well enough inclined, and defirous to 
promote the publick Good, might err thro' Ig. 
norance, not knowing what they ought to do; 
and others might pretend Ignorance, to excuſe 
themſelves. But only to teach ſome Men their 
Duty, would be to very little purpoſe ; for it 
would be long enough betore they would be kept 
within due Bounds by ſuch feeble Things as Ink 
and Paper; and therefore Laws have a conſtraining | 
Force, and enjoyn what is good, to be obſerved; 8 
which is a ſecond Argument of their Uſefulneſs | 
to the Publick, viz. CE = 

2. Becauſe they can reſtrain wicked Men from 
their Enormities, by which, not only particular 
Perſons, that deſire to lead a quiet and peaceable 
Life, in all Godlineſs and Honeſty, might become 
great Sufferers, but the whole Community too. 


If the Laws be laid aſide, all things will run into 
Confuſion; every Man's own Will muſt be a Law 
to others, which cannot fail of producing many 
great and remedileſs Calamities; every Mans 
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p;ffion will become a Law, his Coveteouſneſs and 5 
pride will dictate to others, and the great Quali- 
cation for ruling his Neighbour, will be a diſa- 


dility to govern himſelf. And if their Hands 
were as looſe as their Inclinations and Deſires, 
we could have no comfortable Injoyment of our 
poſſeſſions by Day, nor any reſt at Night; but 
fears and Dangers, would keep the good part of 
Nation as wakeful, as Plots and Contrivances 
yould keep the bad. And for this Reaſon. all in- 
jurious Perſons are to be animadverted on, accord- 
ng as the Law directs, and to be dealt with after 
Wtheir Sins. For, to ſuch the Magiſtrate muſt be 
ke the Angel of the Lord, ſtanding in their way 
with his Sword in his Hand, to puniſh their Of- 
fences, becauſe their way is perverſe before him, 
nore eſpecially thoſe whom former Inflictions can 
york no good on, who will not be deterred from ; 
repeating their Guilt by warnings or pain; but 
re like the Dæmoniack in the Goſpel, who though 
as often bound with Fetters and Chains, yet 
guck d them aſunder and broke them in pieces, 
aber could any Man tame him. And to endea- 
our to bring ſuch Miſcreants as theſe into the right 
day, by ſerious and gentle Admonitions, is to no 
rote purpoſe than it would be to read Morality 

o Wolves, and attempt to preach them out of 
leir Fierceneſs. When therefore a Malefactor 
25 come to that height of Wickedneſs, as that he 

WJ not be held by the Cords of a Man, it is ve- 
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Wah 
ry fit, that he ſhould in due time meet with ſuct 
a one as cannot be broken. For the Magiſtrate 
muſt not only be Eyes to the Blind, giving them 
direction who ſtand in need of it, and {o freeinolf 
them from the two grand Inconveniences that ar4 
tend Blindneſs, which are the danger of ſtumblinfl 
and miſtaking the right way ; but he muſt be Feel 
to the Lame, a Staff to keep up thoſe that are 
ready to fall, either through their own Weak 
neſs, or by an | Adverſaries Violence; and he mul 
be ſuch a Staff, as carrieth a Sword within it, 
which if he keep ſheathed when it ought to bel Th: 
drawn, he mult expect Shame here, and ConfutM 
on hereafter. Now if this be true, as it motif 
undonbtedly is, with what confidence then do the 
Socinians difarm the Magiſtrate of his Power 
and tell us that he is by no means worthy to þ al 
a Diſciple of a meek and ſuffering Maſter WW: 
For certainly a Man that hath a leſs Value for 
Reafon than they pretend to, may eahly perceive e 
that hereby they give Men leave to let looſe thei 1 
hs afons, which can hardly be curbed by the motlif 
OW erful Reftraint. It 1t were not in Pity tol 
hoſe that would live quiet in the Land, it wer 
to be wiſhed , that they might be confuted by 
fad Experience, when they would find Reaſon 
to be as fully and plainly againſt them, as Scrip4 
ture, which tells us, that ihe Moſt Highs 15 0, God 
of Peace and Ord er ; neither of which is to beer Ia 
pected, where Men may do all the Miſchief by | 
» tn 


the 


C9 
he ſubtilty of their Brains, and ſtrength of their 
Arms, can accompliſh. St. Paul tells us, That 
he Magiſtrate bears the Sword, which cannot 
import any thing leſs than a Power of Life and 
heath; and he tells us too, T hat he bears it not 
vain; but 1 cannot conceive how he can be ſaid 
do fo, if he may not uſe it. For that is all one 
gif it had no edge, and then, I am ſure, it is fit 
ly to be play'd with. There is a Notion which 
me People have eſpouſed, but, if J miſtake 
dot, without any good Grounds, which is this, 
That the Law inflicts capital Puniſhments, by 
iy of Revenge; whereas, whenſoever it cuts off 
WW: Criminal, it doth it with a good Deſign, either 

Wo prevent the Sufferer himſelf from being ſo in- 
A nous to the Publick, as to be guilty again of the 
eine Fact, or as bad; or ele, for Example's fake, 
Whit he might be made uſeful by his Death, Who 
Would not be perſuaded to be fo by his Life; that 
Wethers might be kept in the right way, by ſeeing 
inte Fate of him that would reſolutely go in the 
rong. Which is a Truth that thoſe rational 
Wontlemen might have learnt of a Heathen, who 
Would have told them, That no wite Man puni- 
eth, becauſe the Crime is already committed 
e. lden the Severity would come too late, ſince 
ip⸗e Fact cannot be recalled) but that it might not 
committed again. But tho' in ſome Caſes it 
be abſolutely neceflary to deſtroy the Bad, 
che fake of the Good, yet where there is any 
4 5 room 
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room for Mercy, moſt certainly it ought to he ex. 


9 


erciſed, and not every Point ſtrained to the ut. 8 
moſt Severity, eſpecially in Matters of Blood | 
And for this Reaſon, 1 ſuppoſe, it was ordered x 
That there ſhould be a White as well as a Req on 
in my Lords the Judges Veſtments. And fo much ;, 
may ſuffice to ſhew the Uſefulneſs of Laws; 1. For 1. 
aſſigning Mens Rights ; and 21ly, For {ecuring A 
them. Come we now to conſider the neceſlaryM be 
Cualifications of thoſe that are to do Juſtice, and h. 
execute the Laws. And here [I ſhall not conknel J) 
what J have to ſay to thoſe only who preſide in p, 
Courts of Judicature, but take all thoſe into the . 
verge of my Diſcourſe who act in a lower Sphere Ml |; 
ſuch as are Juries and Witnetles, who are an In. 2 
feriour kind of Judges, and have no ſmall hand, 
in the Iſſue. „ lie 
i. Whoſoever is concerned in the Adminiſtra- ne 
tion of juſtice, it is neceſſary that he be well ver g. 
{ed in thoſe Laws to which Men are to conform . 
themſelves, either by their Actions or Suffering h 
not that he ſhould be fo exactly skilled in all of ;; 
them, and retain them ſo perfectly in his Me- :i/ 
mory as never to be at a loſs for a Statute, which be 
is a Knowledge too wonderful for any Man to at A. 
tain to, fince they are grown lo voluminous; ei 
but yet a competent meaſure of Knowledge is ne- ye 
ceſſary to a good Magiſtrate, becauſe otherwil to 
there will be great danger of his offending eithl C 


in the decifive Part, by giving Judgment on the 
wrong 
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ECG» 
wrong ſide, or in the punitive Part, by letting 
2 Criminal eſcape with too light a Puniſhment, 
or elſe inflicting ſuch a one as ſhall be undeſerved, 
either in it ſelf, or its meaſure. And if he err 
on neither hand, he hath very good Luck; for 
it muſt be meer chance if he make no falſe Step, 
when he knows ſo little how to order his Goings. 
And to this Knowledge of the Laws there muſt 
be added found Wiſdom in the Magiſtrate, that 
he may be able to find out the Truth, which in 
Nemocritus's Phraſe, lieth at the bottom of the 
Pit, and then a Man of a ſhallow Underſtanding 
will never be able to draw it forth. J faith of 
himſelf, That the Cauſe which he knew not, he 


ſearched out; but to do this Work throughly, there 


is many times as much need of Wiſdom, as of Di- 
lige ce and Patience; for the Cunning of a Wit- 
nels, and the Sophiftry of a Pleader, will go a 
great way towards the perverting of Jultice, if 
there be not as much Sagacity and Sincerity in 
him that tries the Cauſe, as there 1s Corruption 
and Baſenefs in them that manage it. The flou- 
riſnes which are put upon Falſhood, to make it 
bear a reſemblance to Honeſty, are many times {o 
Artificial, as that a Perſon of an ordinary Capa- 
city cannot penetrate, through the Diſguiſe ; and 
ye: what would become us, if Juſtice, that ought 


to be Blind as to the Perſons, were Blind as to the 


Cauſe too, or but ſo Dim-fighted as to be put off 
with meer Colours? 


5 2. Ano- 


( 10 ) 
2. Another Qualification neceſſary to him that 
is concerned in the adminiſtration of Juſtice, is 
Integrity, that he ſuffer not the deciſion of a Con. 
troverſy to depend upon the circumſtances of 3 
Man's Life, but hold the Ballance fo even betwixt 
the Rich and the Poor, that nothing but Equity 
can turn the Scale; and this Integrity, or love of Na 
Juſtice, as it ought to ſhine in all Mens Lives, {6}? 
more eſpecially in theirs who are in Publick Truſt J Na 
becauſe foul Dealing in them, beſides the Evil of © 
the Example, in giving a ſtrange turn to ſome 

Peoples Thoughts, will reflect very ſeverely upon 
the Government. For, to detain a particular 
Man's Goods is but a private Wrong, but unrighte- 
ouſly to detain Juſtice, is a kind of a Peculatw, or 
Publick Theft. Scripture dignifieth Magiſtrates 
with the Name of Gods, for this,as well as ſeveral 
other Reaſons, to ſhew how God honours them, M 
and how they muſt honour God again: for ſince he 
bath inveſted them with his own Name, that 
ſhould make them aſham'd to Act unſuitably to 
their Character, but do Juſtice as if God himſelf 
were there. The Trumpets, which ſo often 

ſound them to Buſineſs, ſhould put them in 
mind of the laſt Trump which ſhall one Day a- 
waken them out of their Graves, and call them 
themſelves to the Bar; Shall not the Fudge of all 


| the Earth do right ? ſaid Abraham, when he was 
interceeding with God, in the behalf of finful 
Sodom ; and may not we then very well put this 


_- Que- 


(rr) 
Queſtion, Shall not thoſe whom God hath not 


only inveſted with a part of his Power, but gi- 
yen them his Name too, reſemble him in Juftice, 


and in ſome meaſure walk worthy of that high 
„ Tiile? but, if we will believe a very late Writer, 
= there is no ſuch mighty Honour imply'd in the 
1 Name of God, as the World hath hitherto 
1 thought : For he tells us, That God himſelf could 


have no right to govern, but by Contract: That 
he was made a Judge of Iſrael, by the conſent of 
the People at Horeb. So that the Creator can 


my have no Power over his Creatures, unleſs they 
bi ill be pleas'd to give him leave to rule them. 
te. Poſition, of which it is hard to ſay, whether 


he Wickedneſs or Abſurdity of it, be the greater; 
ether it be more Execrable or more Ridiculous. 
ut J hope fuch Outragious Blaſphemies as this, 
nd thoſe that vent them, will have no more Cre- 
Wit than they deſerve, leaſt in the end we prove 
ir greater Sufferers by the Pens of our Enemies 

t home, than by the Swords of thoſe abroad. 
but, notwithſtanding this Libel againſt God, 
Fhich one would wonder how any Creature, that 
wns ſuch an infinite Being, ſhould dare to utter, 
Wt are we aſſured by all that looks like Reaſon, 
ut he hath an unalienable Right to our Service, 
ot only for the redemption of the World by our 
ord Jeſus Chriſt, but for our Creation, Preſer- 
tion, and all the Bleſſings of this Life. 


orb" 3 3 


may miſlead him into a vain Perſwaſion of lmpung 


ty, yet ſhall he find an avenging Hand even in thi 
infinitely more to be dreaded. The Magiſtraß 


ſolence, who will look upon themſelves as injured 


other times he muſt engage with great Numbech 


mentioned, will add well nigh as much to he 


(12) 

Athird Qualification, neceſſary to him th, 
is to do Juſtice, is Courage: He mult arm himſel 
with ſuch a Reſolution and ſteadineſs of Mind, a 
will make him an Over-match for all the Oppolil 
tion that he ſhall meet with. Nor is that like to hf 
ſmall ; For there will be daring Offenders,who will 
put a kimer ous Perſon hard to it; and therefore H 
muſt not fear the Face of Man; but let the bolvef 
Sinner know, that with whatever Cruelty or Cunf 
ning he may invade Mens Rights, he ſhall neveff 


do it with Safety ; and tho' fallacious Argument 


Life, which perhaps may give him greater Dif)" 
quict than that in the next, tho” in reality it A 


muſt ſometimes have to do with ſuch Perſons 
have a large Stock of Wealth, but a bigger of In 


if they be not ſupported in their Iniquity; and 


whoſe Intereit ſhall be fo interwoven, as that nf 
one of them can be touched, but all will be alle 
ted. And in both theſe Caſes his Courage wlll be 
ſufficiently tried, and the Difficulties that I ha 


Fatigue of the Conteſt, as to the Glory of the 
Victory. To break the Teeth of the Ungodlif 
and ſnatch the Prey out of their Jaws, when ti 


are ready to devour it, is a very daring Unda 
taking F 


tt 15 
uking; and yet it mutt be done, or elſe the Ma- 
ſtrate, who ought to be a Terror to evil Doers, 
ill become the Scorn of thoſe mighty, who, it, 
hey were well ferved, ſhould be mightily tor- 
nented. From all which it appears, That the 
gench, as well as the Throne, muſt have a Lion for 
s Supporter: And what ſhould hinder him that 
to do Juſtice, from putting on the Undaunted- 
refs of that majeſtick Creature, when he knows 
nere nat he hath a God to ſtrengthen and vindicate him 
ere, as well as to reward him hereafter ? At 
Deut. 1. Moſes giveth the Judges of Iſrael their 
charge in theſe words, Hear the Cauſes between 
„ Brethren, and judge righteouſly between every 
lan and bis Brother, and the Stranger that is with 
„. Te ſhall not reſpect Perſons in Fudgment, but 
ball hear the ſmall as well as the great, you ſpall 
wt be afraid of the Face of Man, for the Fudgment 
G,. And if fo, then we may be ſure, that he 
will ſtand by the Sentence, and hun that pro- 
lounceth-2t; 5 
:. Another Qualification neceſſary to him that 
s to do Juſtice, is Prudence, without which the 
former Requiſites will be inſignificant. Now a great 
part of the Buſineſs of this Vertue, is to moderate 
echon, which none ſhould yield to, that are in 
Feth publick Truſt. For the Wrath of Man worketh. 
ly not the Righteouſneſs of God. Not but that a. 
the armth of Temper may in ſome caſes be very be- 
da coming, eſpecially when Authority ſhall other- 
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wiſe be in danger of falling into Contempt. And 
whenſoever this happens, the Magiſtrate may very with 
commendably exert himſelf with an unuſal VigyyWtoftic: 
and Effort, and ſay as Jonah did, but with more ee tak 
Truth, and therefore with more Aſſurance than he {Woot b 
Ido well to be angry. So Moſes, tho' his Character our 
was, to be the meekeſt Man on Earth, yet he Fears 
knew very well how to take that Greatneſs upon Mi) © 
him which belonged to his place. out 2 
I would not here be miſunderſtood , as if 1 HPrete 
thought your Lordſhip needed a Remembrancer, | the | 
and therefore inſiſted on theſe Qualifications, that | Heal 
I might put you in mind of your Duty by ſo doing, No 
But I could not have done right to my Text, if | Nen 
had not ſhewn you, what mighty Service Aſalon } alle 
pretended to be ready to do for his Country, and Nc 
what manner of Perſon he ought to have been, if ther 
he had had his Wiſh; if that Office had been con- eur 
ferred upon him, which all, but Offenders, are 
glad to ſee you injoy. . 
I ſhall now make ſome few Inferences from 
what hath been ſaid, and fo conclude. And, | 
1. The Conſideration of the Uſefulneſs of Laws | 
for the Preſervation and Comfort of our Lives, 
ſhould ſtir us up to Thankfulneſs to God, for pla- 
cing us under ſuch a Government, as will let the 
Laws have their free Courſe, which alone can 
make it worth our while to live. For did we ſeri- | 
ouſly conſider theMiſeries of other People, who are 
ruled with a Rod of Iron, all whoſe Goods areab- | 
ſolutely at the Diſpoſal of Outragious Tyrants, 
1 with 


ET 
with whom an unaccountable Jealouſie, or a fan- 
aftical Humour, ſhall paſs for a ſufficient Reaſon 
o take away a Man's Life or Fortune, we could 
not but rejoyce at our own Felicity, who are by 
our Conſtitution freed from thoſe Dangers and 
fears, under which they groan without either 
Woity or remedy. And we need not go far to find 
out a Chriſtian Prince, who hath nothing but the 
WPretence of Religion to diſtinguiſh the moſt, if not 
Wthe beſt, of his Actions, from the worſt of thoſe 
lleathen Princes, which I hinted at before. I take 


ary 

: Wo pleaſure in ſuch harſh Language as this may 
em to be; but a juſt Indignation at his unpa- 
„ Wrlle!led Cruelty, joyned with a Love of my own 
14 Country, hath extorted it from me. Not but that 


there may be a good uſe made of it, if we compare 
or ſelves with his Subjects, one part of which he 
bath ruined by Perfecution, and the other by Ar- 
Whitcary Impoſitions; fo that they who are under 
n lis Diſpleaſure, cannot enjoy their Liberty; nor 
bey who are in his Favour, their Property. All 
„ rich are ſuch Evils, as (God be thanked) we only 
„ ear of. So that their calamitous Fate will add 
1. nuch to our Joy and Comfort, ſince with us all 
e eople are encouraged to Induſtry, by an Aſſurance 
n at they ſhall quietly enjoy the Fruit of their 
. abour, and have no more taken from them, than 
Wat will be neceſſary to ſecure the reſt ; nor that 
either, without their own conſent in Parliament, 
ich is likewiſe neceſſary to the repealing of old 
BP Laws, 


Man can be long impriſoned without a Tryal, nf 


ly underſtood. In ſhort, The Nature of our Conf 


bliſhment of a Kingdom, as it moſt certainly is 


n 


Laws, and enacting new ones. And laſtly, Wh 


will ſcarcely be believed in ſome Countries, N 


condemned, but by ſuch as are of his own Qu 
lity, who are obliged to be very tender of Peopld 
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Lives and Fortunes, by the double Lye of Conf 
{ſcience and Self- preſervation; becauſe, if they 
judge ill in another Man's Cale, they may one daft 
be as ill judged in their own. All which are (@ 
great Privileges, that they want only to be through 


ftitution is ſuch, as that it hath a due Regard 0 
the Authority and Dignity of the Prince, and tac 
Eaſe and Safety of the Subject 5 and a better than 
this, neither Truth nor Fancy can eredq, L 


2. Another Inference which I make from tha 
Uſefulneſs of Laws, is this, That they who arg (e 
intruſted with the Execution of them, ought to bg I 
highly honoured for their Offices fake. When 0 
the Scripture calls them Gods, as J have already” 
intimated to you that it doth, no doubt it doth © 
not mean only to ſhew , how they ought to treali ſ 
others, but how others ought to treat them; tha 
the Power wherewith they are inveſted, cometh 


from on High, and their original Commithons ar th 


ſealed in Heaven ; So ba 00 deſpiſeth ben 
deſpiſeth him that ſent them.” It Piety be the Eital 


then mult its Welfare depend very much upoll 
their Management of Affairs, to whom is com 
mitteg 
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mitted the Regulation of Mens Manners, which 
aas never more needful than in theſe our Times, 
WT. which Religion is openly attacked, tho' with 
yy Reaſonings, yet with gigantick Profaneneſs. 
und if the weakneſs of their Arguments do not pre- 
ent their Succeſs, it is much to be feared, that the 
Infection will be as ſpreading as fatal: And indeed 
o Man can be a true and hearty lover of his Coun- 
y, who doth not curb Immorality when it lies in 
is Power, or with that it may be curbed, when it 
TJ {th not. For the diſſoluteneſs of Mens Lives ſo 
nnifeſtly rends to the Subverſion of a Kingdom, 
bat it is impoſſible it ſhould ſtand, whilſt Vice 
in vogue; and we might altogether as well 
MF :xpet that a Houſe ſhould keep up, when the 
Foundation is gone. This was eminently and 
deplorably conſpicuous in the Eaſtern Churches, 
which might have continued in a flouriſhing 
Condition, if an inundation of Vice had not 
nade way firſt for that of the Goths and Yandals, 
and afterwards of the Saracens, and laſtly of the 
[wks, who finally ruined that Empire, which 
ould have withſtood all things, but its own De- 
uuchery. It is too evident that we have made 
the former part of that known Saying concerning 
the Romans very juftly applicable to our ſelves, vix. 
That we cannot bear our great ond manifold Pices, 
but 1 hope the latter part doth not belong to us 
oo, That we cannot bear the Remedies neither. 


18 2. My 


TW)” a 
3. My laſt Inference from the uſefulneſs of Tal 
15 this, That they who duly execute them, and at 
really ſuch Magiſtrates as Abſalom pretended 
would have been, will be happy in both World 
in the Love and Eſteem of Men here, and in til 
Grace and Favour of God her cafter, of bot ö | 
which very briefly. And 1 
I. He who hath behaved himſelf ſo uprightl un 
in the diſcharge of his Office, that the injured if 
ſon ſhall appear before him with Joy, and the 
jurious with Dread, muſt needs gain the atfectioniþ 
of Men: And how endearing this! is, we may lea 
from the fixth Verſe of the Chips pter of my Text: 
where we are told, That Abſalom only by giving 
out, that if he were made a Judge he would prq; 
ceed equitably, ſtole the Hearts of the Men of / 
rael. Now if his Pretences to Juſtice could ſo ei; 
fily and fo ſucceſsfully win upon them, certainly” | 
the reality will be much more engaging ; and al 
uncorrupt Judge will be as far from needing asfronl 
practiſing indirect Courſes to obtain the Love an 
Eſteem of the People, which they will gladly pa 
him without either force or reſerve ; and as fon, 
ſtealing their Hearts, that will be an unneceſſar 3 
Work, becauſe they will be freely given him. bull 
this is not all his Happineſs, nor the bet part ot Wi 
neither ; for he will not only be approved of Menyf 
but accepted by God, which is the other branch q 
his Felicity that I am now to ſpeak to. 1 


„ eee e 
3. He to whoſe Breaſt the Needy and Innocent 
we a ſafe retreat from the fury of an Oppreſſor, 
h jud get h the Poor with Righteouſneſs, and re- 
ai with Equity for the Meek of the Earth, 
WI. 1th the Breath of bis Lips ſlays the Wicked, 
not but know that this is an eminent and ac- 
able Service to God. And then how un- 
Wuntcdly, or rather how chearfully may he look 


being to appear before that Judge Eternal, 
om he always endeavour'd to imitate ? and 
chill therefore at the great Day of Accounts 
ee him witha Well done good and faithful Ser- 
in and having laid his Sentences before him, ſhall 
pro! him, Theſe are the Sentences which thou in 
WW: incerity of thy Heart didſt paſs in thy Life- 
ene, to all which 1 here ſet my Seal; and for this 
Fidelity take now the Reward which | pre- 
red for thee, enter thou into thy Maſter's Joys. 

ro be Man that debaſeth Authority by a ſervile 
npliance, or any other ſiniſter Practice, that 
os what God and his Country require of 
n,and yet will ſerve neither, that is in the Apo- 
es Phraſe, like a Wave of the Sea, driven a- 
rand toſſed with Intereſt and Fear; let not 
ch a one expect to receive any thing from the 
ed; but he, who is above ſuch worldly Adhe- 
acies, in whom the Office of a Judge, tho' 
Wi elf, extreamly Honourable, is very much 
 Wvarced, the time will come when he you 
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th in the Face, when he confidereth that ge 
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find, that though his Conſcience were ten Thoy. 
ſand Witneſſes of his Integrity, yet ſhall there 
be a vaſtly greater number than that, to hear 
Teftimony to his Glory ; when Myriads of Saint 
and Angels ſhall hear and rejoyce at his Euge. To 
ſum up what hath been ſaid, ſeeing the Commy. 
nity cannot ſtand without Laws, nor the Laws 
fignify any thing without Knowledge, Integrity, 
Courage and Prudence in thoſe that are to put 
them in force. Let us for theirs and our own 
| ſakes, Pray as our Church hath directed us in 
her moſt excellent Litany, That it will I leaſe 
God to bleſs and keep the Magiſtrates, giving then 
Grace to execute Fuſtice, and to mamtan '{ ruth, 


and let all the People ſay, Amen. 
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